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Introduction

The aim of this inspection was to identify hazards in the Virtual Reality laboratory, with a particular focus on managing transfer of biological material when undertaking experiments with equipment shared by a number of people (for example goggles, data glove etc).  The review also focussed on procedures for cleaning body fluid spilled in the room (from motion sickness) and the need to develop a standard set of procedures for these procedures and the need to induct all users of the room of the standard procedures.

Methodology

The team comprised Mark Ainsworth ICS Division Manager and Member ICS OH&S Committee, Tony Sloane Computing Head of Department and Manolya Kavakli, Lecturer Computing, Director VR Laboratory.  The Division’s recommended methodology, the HAZPAK worksheet, was explained to the participants and used as a guide to identifying hazards, to judging severity and likelihood of an incident caused by each hazard identified. Finally, the team considered how the hierarchy of controls could be applied to each hazard to reduce the risk.  

Summary of Findings

E6A 266 is a recently refurbished research laboratory.  Access to all areas visited is by key only, provided to staff and students who have been inducted to the specific areas. 

The review identified a need to formalise the current procedures for the management of biological material transfer in the experiments undertaken in the laboratory, need to develop procedures for managing clean up of body fluids and the need to induct all users in the new procedures.

Review Date 

Actions on page 2 to be reviewed on 1/9/06. 

This report prepared by Mark Ainsworth on 19/6/07.

	
Ref
	The Hazard


	Consequences of Event Happening


	Priority Number
	Risk Control Plan (short term & long term solution; who; by when)


	Assessment of Risks with Controls
	New Priority No.

	
	
	How Severe
	How Likely
	
	
	How Severe
	How Likely
	

	1
	Potential biological transfer between users of the equipment in the VR laboratory or between visitors to the facility
	!!
	+
	3
	Manolya Kavakli to develop written guidelines compliant with NSW Health Infection Control Policy.  Policy must address requirements for the application of gloves, sterile wipes and anti bacterial creams for all activities undertaken in the facility involving direct skin contact.
	
	
	Risk Removed

	2
	Biological contaminated waste not disposed of correctly
	!!
	+
	3
	Manolya Kavakli to Identify appropriate compliant disposal procedure and purchase appropriate equipment.  Develop a procedure for the correct disposal of the contaminated waste container when it is full.
	
	
	Risk Removed

	3
	Potential biological transfer through the accidental spill and subsequent need to clean up body fluids (motion sickness).
	!!
	+
	3
	Manolya Kavakli to develop a procedure and instruct staff.  Develop a clean up kit and maintain the kit in the VR laboratory.  Need to address sterilising the carpet following a spill.
	
	
	Risk Removed

	4
	Trip hazards in the case of afire or the power outage
	!!!
	-
	3
	Purchase torches for permanent location in the VR facility for emergency purposes.  Mark exit access using fluorescent tape and install appropriate exit sign on the door.
	
	
	Risk Removed


