ICS OHS Hazard Identification Project

Review of METS Mechanical Workshop

Review Team: 

Mark Ainsworth, OHS Committee Employer Rep

John Ten Have, Manager

Rod Nurthern, ELS Technical Services Manager

Date: Thursday, 26 April 2007

Locations inspected: F9B-1, F9C – 1 rooms 129, 135, 136

Introduction

The inspection was to identify uncontrolled hazards in areas occupied by METS mechanical workshop, workshop yard, welding bay and associated materials storage areas.

Methodology

The division’s recommended methodology, the HAZPAC worksheet, was used as a guide. The team utilised the ‘what could go wrong?’ thinking prompts (2). 

Summary of Findings

The most serious hazard identified included:

· Improper storage of flammable drums in F9C – room 135.

· Due to the age of the machines in the workshop there was no consistent (and obvious) approach for emergency cut off in case of an emergency.  Relied on experience and training.

· Unrestrained LGP cylinder located outside the gas storage shed in the compound.

· No clearly defined exit pathway or plan from the F9B and F9C areas through the compound in the event of an emergency.

· Electrical tagging in the kitchen not complete.  Observed a power cord with wired exposed from heat in use (subsequently removed and plug removed).

· No clearly marked pedestrian access from footpath running alongside E8B to the main entrance of the workshop.  Pedestrians must cross a road that does not clearly indicate the presence of pedestrians.

As a general comment the workshop areas were well maintained and generally clear of obstructions and rubbish.  It was noted that in F9C-1 136 there was metal rods and bars not secured leaning against walls.  Suggested a general clean up to remove such hazards is required.

A detailed list of hazards and proposed actions is included on the hazard record (p2 of this report). 

Review Date 

Actions on p2 to be reviewed on 4 June 2007. 

This report prepared by Mark Ainsworth, 26 April 2007.

	
Ref
	The Hazard


	Consequences of Event Happening


	Priority Number
	Risk Control Plan (short term & long term solution; who; by when)


	Assessment of Risks with Controls
	New Priority No.

	
	
	How Severe
	How Likely
	
	
	How Severe
	How Likely
	

	1 
	F9B workshop consists of older machines with limited safety protection installed.  Emergency cut of or isolation switches were not obvious and relied heavily on familiarity with machines.

 
	!!!
	+
	2
	Install a single cut off switch located outside the Managers to isolate 3-phase power to all machines in case of emergency.  Must be clearly marked and visible.
	!
	+
	4

	2.
	Improperly stored flammable drums in F9C 135. 
	!!
	+
	3
	Locate in proper flammable storage cabinet
	
	
	Hazard Removed

	3.
	Need to ensure that a risk assessment is made covering the use of “Gun Cleaner” solvent in the Paint Bay in F9C 135 identifying appropriate protective equipment and ventilation needs
	!
	-
	4
	Develop SWP for application and ensure that the procedure in complied with
	!
	---
	6

	4.
	Improperly stored and unsecured LPG cylinder next to the gas storage facility in the compound.


	!!
	-
	4
	Locate and secure properly.
	
	
	Hazard Removed

	5.
	No clear emergency exit plan from F9B and F9C buildings through the compound.  
	!!!
	+
	2
	Develop emergency evacuation plan and ensure all staff are aware of the new procedure.
	
	
	Hazard Removed

	6.
	Electrical tagging of all appliances in the Kitchen incomplete.
	!!
	+
	3
	Undertake electrical testing of all actives appliances
	
	
	Hazard Removed

	7.
	Ensure all electric hand operated tools are tested according to Australian Standard for Electrical testing.
	!!!
	++
	1
	Arrange testing and establish procedure for all hand operated tools.
	!!!
	--
	4

	8.
	RCD’s not installed on all power outlets in the Kitchen and areas where hand held electrical tools are used.
	!!!
	+
	2
	Install RCD’s in all areas.
	
	
	Hazard Removed

	9.
	No clear pedestrian walkway from the footpath parallel to E8B to the main entrance of the workshop.  Pedestrians must cross a road that does not clearly warn drivers of the presence of pedestrians.
	!!!
	++
	2
	Install signage, speed modifiers and clearly marked pedestrian walkway.
	!!
	--
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


