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Introduction

The aim of this inspection was to identify hazards in the CUDOS areas, to assess the risks from the environment, from plant and equipment and from work practices. It was also to consider whether the hazards can be eliminated or, if not, what appropriate controls can be introduced to reduce the risk of harm to staff, students and others.

Methodology

The team comprised Mark Ainsworth DICS Division Manager and Member ICS OH&S Committee, Mick Withford, Director CUDOS and David Spence a lecturer and ARC Research Fellow with considerable experience in laser research. The Division’s recommended methodology, the HAZPAK worksheet, was explained to the participants and used as a guide to identifying hazards, to judging severity and likelihood of an incident caused by each hazard identified. Finally, the team considered how the hierarchy of controls could be applied to each hazard to reduce the risk.  

Summary of Findings

E7B 329 – 334 and 399H is a recently refurbished research laboratory.  Access to all areas visited is by key only, provided to staff and students who have been inducted to the specific areas. Machines are clearly labelled with instructions. The majority of hazardous chemicals were removed in the past 12 months.

The most significant hazard are the Class 4 laser systems.  Most risk has been controlled by or will be controlled by a combination of isolation (placing the lasers in cabinets), administrative (door warning system) and use of PPE (goggles). 

Lack of RCD’s and presence of water was identified as the most significant hazard identified in these laboratories.  A second hazard, low chair in the SWS cubicle in E7B 330 could also place the operator at risk to exposure to stray laser light.

Lack of appropriate emergency exit lighting and signage was also identified as a hazard in E7B 330.

Review Date 

Actions on page 2 to be reviewed on 1/8/06. 

This report prepared by mark Ainsworth on 19/6/07.

	
Ref
	The Hazard


	Consequences of Event Happening


	Priority Number
	Risk Control Plan (short term & long term solution; who; by when)


	Assessment of Risks with Controls
	New Priority No.

	
	
	How Severe
	How Likely
	
	
	How Severe
	How Likely
	

	1.
	Equipment stored on the cabinet in 399H (entry) needs to be relocated to removed to remove the potential fall hazard.
	!!
	+
	3
	M Withford to relocate equipment to a more appropriate equipment storage area.
	
	
	Risk Removed

	2.
	Trip hazard in Instrument/microscope room through damaged floor tile.
	!!
	-
	4
	M Withford to approach OFM to repair the floor tile.
	
	
	Risk Removed

	3
	Trip Hazard in E7B 330 and E7B 399H (entry) from hosepipe used to remove water from services conduit in the laboratory.
	!!
	-
	4
	M Withford, with Division Manager to approach OFM to repair the water leak and remove the hose. 
	
	
	Risk Removed

	4
	Low chair in SWS cubicle in E7B 330, leaving eye level close to laser level.
	!!!
	+
	2
	Review practices in the area and develop SWP for laser operation.  Remove or replace the chair.
	
	
	Risk Removed

	5
	Incomplete Tagging of electrical equipment in the facility.
	!!!
	-
	3
	Arrange for Electrical Testing of E7B 329 – 334, 399H.  Develop with Greg Yates an ongoing ET schedule compliant with MQ policy and AS. 
	
	
	Risk Removed

	6
	No emergency exit signage and lighting.
	!!!
	-
	3
	Division Manager with OFM to develop appropriate strategy and install emergency exits sign and lighting.  Mark exit pathway/corridor using fluorescent tape.
	
	
	Risk Removed

	7
	RCDs not installed in the laboratories.
	!!
	+
	2
	With Greg Yates, Division Manager and OFM develop a strategy to install RCD’s in the laboratories.
	
	
	Risk Removed


